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3 r ponrsnoUrH: A stitch in time saves monev and stimulates the creative side of life

'Sowing seeds of sewing
A CRAZE that has swept the USA
seems tikely to find fans in the
l]K with Po smouth taling the
lead with its first children's

Youngsters ftom five to 16 arc
enjoyins_sewine and creating
clothes, prcsents and toys at Sew
wltat! a new gou! based at
Fratton Community Cenhe in
hafalgar Place.

The gloup, oqanised by Caml
Cunninclm, is hopbe to get as
many youngsters as possible
away fto}Il ileir computers and
teamins how to male, mend and
pmduce their own clothes.

carol, of St David's Road,
Southsea, eid: 'Sewing is such a
reluhg and amazinc way for
young people to chdnel their
energies dd deativity.

'ln the USA sewing cluts are
opening all over the place.
Farnilies and their cbildren are
now getting bored with comput
ers and ii seems skills and c.afts
are leading the way.'

One of the youngest membeB
ofthe sewins club, erchfyear-old
Hemione Mccue of Wilberforce
Road, Southsea, 6aid: I sew at
school but therc is never enou€Jt
time for me to nane the tlings I

'Since I have been coming io
the c16s I have made skrts and

'I see somelhins in a magazine
and bring it along with a &awing
and caml helps me to put
together a pattem which means I
cm make an!'thbe I want in the

'W]len I meet my fri€nds I am
so prcud to tell them that the
clothes I am wearing I made

Hemione has also made
dozens of bags for families and
friends ard is cunently makinc
a ieddy for her bedroom.

The class has had its lair shde
of boys joinins and with some of
the )est fashion desisrers' t€ing
male the Portsmouth Sewins
Club is hoping that their stu.
denis could be future Jasper
Conralls or Stella Mccaltneys.

EUa Morganoran, 14, of
Wtitwell Road, Southsea, said: I
made this dress I am wearins
today and am making cus-
iomised cushions for my bed-

'As a teenager I love being able
to make clothes and decorations
for my betuoom that de totally
exclusive to ny tastes ad crc.

'All my friends would lll<e me
to nake stufi for ihem but ai the
momenl I m busy making a
dress for my mother.

'When I leave sch@l I worild
definitely like to go into the fash'
ion )usiness and coming here is

c.oup organiser Carot nas
b@n sewins since she was tinv
and every spare minute of her
day is spent devoted to ihe craft.

She said: 'W]]en class rinishes
today I am goinc to be helpins a
bride wiih the flnal litting of a

't created it from a rough ibaw-
ing and ided that the )ride'tcbe
waied for her sp€cial day.

'So, her ibess is totaly uniqut

'That's what's so wondedul
about sewirrg; you starl with a
piece of fahic and cd cr.eate
anythins you want and know
that whatever you make there
wil not be another one like it in

ror morc information rins
Carol on (023) 9234 668t.
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Ella Morganoram, 14, Hermonle Mccue, seet€d, wllh tawing teacher Carol
Cunnlngham


